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When the idea of the Pepsi Little People’s Golf Championships was first conceived in 1973, three goals were set: (1) to help local junior golf teams; (2) to financially assist the clubs hosting Little People’s, and (3) to promote junior golf.  


These three goals were met early on, but because of concerns within the host course, the first and third goals became extinct early.  When Little People’s was incorporated in 1991, with its own Board of Directors, the Little People’s Association could then make their own decisions about dispensing any proceeds. 

 In 1995, the late Dr. DeDe Owens, then President of the Ladies Professional Golf Association, suggested that the tournament focus on a health-related charity.  “You could call it ‘Kids Helping Kids’,” she said.


After consideration of local charity groups, Transitions of Western Illinois was chosen as the recipient.  Since then, other charitable programs of Pepsi Little People’s have come under the KHK umbrella, until now, we have three distinct areas to which we donate a portion of our proceeds.  We also have a logo incorporating the philosophy of our Association.  (See logo this page)

Tri-State Junior Golf Tour.  This program has established four to eight one-day golf tournaments in the tri-state area for boys and girls who need and desire more competitive experience before moving on to bigger events, such as Little People’s, the AJGA, the IMG Academy Junior World and other international junior competitions. (See TSJGT report) 

Little People’s Charitable Program.  A part of the proceeds from Little People’s goes to local and national charitable organizations involving young people.  In 1996 we selected Transitions of Western Illinois to be our first-year recipient, and were delighted to present them with a check for $5000 that first year, thanks to the $5000 that Little People’s received as the ‘charity of choice’ for Nan’s recognition by Budget Rent A Car and the LPGA for her contributions to junior golf. 

Since 1996, we have donated $71,500 to Transitions of Western Illinois.  Little People’s was the first local organization to pledge a cash donation of $2000 to The First Tee of Great River in 1999, and from that year through 2011, Little People’s donated $30,000 to that organization.  The First Tee of Great River ceased to exist early in 2012.  

Little People’s donated $1000 to the ARC Endowment Fund in 1998, purchased space on the QVIC Monopoly board game, presented a check for $200 to the 1999 Salvation Army Bucket Blitz, and purchased a brick for the walkway at the World Golf Hall of Fame in St. Augustine, FL, along with a replica on display in the Tournament Office.  

For many years, Little People’s gave monetary rewards to the winners and runnersup in each division, but this was cancelled after 2007 due to USGA and NCAA Rules and Codes.  This program was replaced by Scholarship Programs which benefitted young golfers whose families could not otherwise afford for them to compete in Little People’s (See Little People’s Scholarships Program below). 

Because the 2008 Little People’s tournament was held at the time of the Mississippi River flood, which impacted accessibility to several of our competition golf courses, we donated 20 $100 ($2000) Wal-Mart gift cards to needy families in Quincy, Canton and LaGrange. 

Little People’s Scholarships Programs   This program provides scholarships for the winners of the Little People’s Golf Championships Scholarships, and the Don Sykes Scholarship for boys aged 10 or 11.  Since 2008, we have given $13,771 to 42 players through the Little People’s Golf Championships Scholarship Program.  No one has applied for the Don Sykes Scholarship to date. From 2008 through 2011, Little People’s provided Scholarships for 9 First Tee players, locally and nationally, for a total of $3,236.

Throughout the last few years, Little People’s has paid for the entry fee and various expenses for some 70 children and families to come to Quincy and compete in the Little People’s tournament, in addition to the above scholarships. 
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Throughout the past 44 years, Pepsi Little People’s has donated approximately $292,000 to various youth-oriented charities, golf teams, and for scholarship opportunities through its “Kids Helping Kids” program.

One of our most ‘special’ donation experiences came in 2006, when Little People’s paid for all expenses for the 12-year-old Durbin twins and their Mom to attend Pepsi Little People’s, and participate in all activities, after their home was destroyed in Hurricane Katrina and their Father died. The Durbin twins had been participants in Little People’s for many years, always accompanied by their parents.


In the fall of 2007, we gave much of our wearable ‘old’ merchandise to a very needy school in Mississippi, thus reducing our inventory of ‘old’ merchandise by some $5000.

In November of 1997, our Association received the Transitions’ Humanitarian Award.  This award is given to an individual or group that has shown exceptional commitment to improving the quality of life for people with disabilities. 


“Without your gifts,” wrote Barbara Baker Chapin, Director of Development at Transitions, “…families would not have been able to receive important services…services that improved the quality of their lives.”

In July of 1999, Nan was the recipient of Mercantile Bank’s weekly ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ award during a radio broadcast, which included a $50 donation to Little People’s.

Much of the money that Little People’s donates comes from Booster Club solicitation. Parents, grandparents, friends and alumni are asked to join the Club, making a donation of $10 per person or any amount they wish.  Additional funds come from sponsors and entry fees.  In 2008, we received $450 from three sources that wished to support our Scholarship Fund through memorials for families of former Little People’s players.  We received $100 in 2015 in memoriam.

Our biggest challenge each year is obtaining sponsorship funds to help support the tournament and its charitable programs.  Sponsor donations are the backbone of a successful tournament and our “Kids Helping Kids” program.  The Little People’s Sponsor’s Committee is responsible for soliciting donations from corporations, businesses and individuals, but they need help in contacting people, following up, recommendations, names of contact people and ideas, in order to do the job thoroughly.  Please help us in any way you can.  Think about what you can do to help – then help us do it!!

Nan Ryan, LPGC Executive Director
